
Satsuma City Schools 

Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
07/14/2020 06:00 PM 

Satsuma High School Media Center 

1. Call to Order
Mr. Woosley called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M. 

2. Welcome
Mr. Woosley welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

3. Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance
James Woosley gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4. Roll Call
On roll call the following answered present: James Woosley, Stephanie Gatlin, Linda 
Robbins, Valenda Lankford and Matt Dial. 
Nash Campbell, Legal Counsel was also present. 
Jennifer Terry was present to take the minutes. 

5. Approval of Agenda
James Woosley stated it is the recommendation of the Superintendent the Board approve 
the Agenda as presented. Do I have a motion? 
Matt Dial made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented. Stephanie Gatlin seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously. 

6. Approval of Minutes
James Woosley stated it is the recommendation of the Superintendent the Board approve 
the June 9th Regular Meeting minutes and the June 30th Special Called Meeting minutes as 
presented. Do I have a motion? 
Linda Robbins made a motion to approve the June 9th Regular Meeting minutes and the 

June 30th Special Called Meeting minutes as presented. Valenda Lankford seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

7. Superintendent's Report
Dr. Reeves presented the Superintendent's Report. 

8. Board Comments
Mr. Woosley gave an update regarding the REL Name Change. Mr. Woosley stated that the name
change had been discussed since the school separation in 2011. Renaming the school fell off of
their to-do list, but the name change has been discussed many times. Every time they wanted to
change the name, a nationwide protest would happen, and they didn't want to appear as if they
were reacting to the social climate in the US. The Board, as it exists, cannot legally change the
name of the school on their own, and they will respect and follow the law. All they did is vote to
begin the process of changing the name, and there are many steps to changing the name of Robert
E. Lee Elementary. Mr. Woosley went on to say that Robert E. Lee has a complicated legacy, and
he believes that it is in the best interest to align the name of Robert E. Lee Elementary with the
rest of the Satsuma City Schools. The Board decided to move forward regardless of the current
social climate. We know not everyone will agree, but we can respectfully disagree.

Stephanie Gatlin stated I am very glad to see the great attendance. I hope you heard every word 



that Mr. Woosley spoke. I think it is important to add that all board members care about students, 
families, and teachers. I admire all my fellow board members, especially the founding members 
Mr. Woosley and Mrs. Robbins. Please give the Board positive regard when making your 
comments. The Board cares about students first and the families who take care of them. Everyone 
on the Board has a special talent and come with lots of good heart and intellect. Thank you for 
taking my comments into consideration. 

Mr. Dial stated that he would address the comments posted on Facebook. There were many 
comments regarding us doing the name change in the dark under the cover of COVID. 
I respect everyone's opinion and that they came out to speak tonight. I apologize to Mayor 
Williams for the timing of this, but this has been ongoing and more people were for the change 
than against it. The unique comments were interesting, but most were only against the name 
change due to the current social climate. 

Linda Robbins stated the Board has respect for community members. We separated for the good 
of the community. We were cautious during the separation because we were trying to save the 
community money with uniforms, spirit wear, etc. Satsuma has become a name that is known 
when it comes to education. The Board never moves forward with anything without wanting to 
hear from the community. 

Valenda Lankford stated that she appreciated everyone who showed up, and the Board wants to 
hear from the community. 

9. Citizen Request
James Woosley read the rules regarding Citizen Request. 

Whitney Ward addressed the Board. Ms. Ward stated the following: Thank you for 
opening the floor for communication. My sister attended Robert E. Lee. I think that 
the name is a hindrance to receiving grants and awards. Robert E. Lee was an 
amazing man, but he said things and did that question his integrity. There is a 
current movement in the times, and the Board can stand on the right side of history 
by moving forward with their decision to change the name of Robert E. Lee 
Elementary School. I think that this is a good time to unify the names and schools. 

10. Action Items



a. Personnel

i. Approval of Principal Job Description
James Woosley stated it is the recommendation of the Superintendent the 
Board approve the job description as presented. Do I have a motion? 
Linda Robbins made a motion to approve the job description as presented. 
Stephanie Gatlin seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

ii. Employment
James Woosley stated it is the recommendation of the Superintendent the 
Board approve the employment of the personnel as listed in separate cover. 
Do I have a motion? 
Matt Dial made a motion to approve the employment of the personnel as 
listed in separate cover. Stephanie Gatlin seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

b. Authorization to Expend Funds
James Woosley stated that the district engaged Lathan Associates for architectural 
services for the exterior perimeter project for Satsuma High School. Invoice 20-07.1 
dated June 29, in the amount of $21,403.00 is now due. Since this purchase exceeds 
the Superintendent’s authorization level of $15,000, it is necessary to obtain board 
approval. The Education & Advancement in Technology funding source will be used 
for this payment. 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board authorize the Superintendent to 
approve the payment as described . Do I have a motion? 

Matt Dial made a motion to authorize the Superintendent to approve the payment 
as described. Linda Robbins seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

11. Consent Item
None 

12. Financial Update
Jason Hadley provided the financial update for May 2020. 

Linda Robbins asked if there was any additional funding for expenses due to COVID-19. Dr. 
Reeves said that there are additional funding sources that may come available to help with 



expenses. Jason Hadley stated that our CARES Application was accepted. 
Matt Dial said that due to the 1:1 initiative every student 1st grade and up will be provided 
with a chrome book for school use. 

13. Attorney/Client Privilege
None. 

14. Adjournment
With no further discussion, Stephanie Gatlin made a motion to adjourn. Matt Dial seconded 
the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7: 09 P.M. 
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Linda Robbins Valenda Lankford 

Matt Dial 
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/s/ Matt Dial


